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Issue 1

Parts of a sling
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Text by Robert Kai Zimmermann
Ilustrations by Robert Kai Zimmermann

The first issue of KHERMADION gives an overview
of the various parts a sling consists of and describes
their function.
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Furthermore, a cracker decelerates the release cord,
which supports a clean release of the projectile. Es-
pecially for shorter slings where the release cord on
its own has not enough drag to act as a brake during
release, a cracker is beneficial.

The loose fibers are prone to wear, as they briefly
break the sound barrier on each crack. To increase
the lifespan of a cracker, it is often made out of syn-
thetic material, and sometimes constructed in a way
to make it easily replaceable.

Figure 8: A cracker.

11

onod pasop vy :6 anSig

UMY
LI
il g«'wmk\? }\

WM
MWW fof
\\\\\\\_ u;l
W77
W/
W/

“IOUJe[ 9} OJUT JNd U0
axe SIS 10 S0y ‘SIY} Ju2AdId 0], ‘oseaar uespun
Ue 0} SPea] YOIyMm DI} I2A0 23[nq 03 pua} sayonod
I9yyes] paso) -odeys JIqUIOYI IO [BAO Te[nguejdal
B 9ARY U9)JO AQU ], "9[11X3] U2AOM IO IoU3ed] Jo dexs
paddno AQ1yS1ys 10 Je[J ® JO 3ISISUO0D sayonod paso[)

yonod paso[g 1y



6 Release knot

The end of the release cord is pinched between the
fingers of the same hand which holds the retention
cord. Some slings feature a knot, bead or a tab at this
point to provide more grip and thus allow to sling
heavier projectiles. The location of the release knot
is chosen so that, when the sling is held, the pouch
folds evenly around the projectile.

7 Cracker

Often, the release cord of a sling ends in a tassel of
loose fibers, which produce a loud crack when the
projectile is released. A tapered release cord greatly
facilitates the whip crack, but is not strictly neces-
sary. The crack only occurs when the sling unfolds
correctly. Therefore, a cracker is particularly useful
when practicing.
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5 Release cord

The release cord is usually lighter than the reten-
tion cord to facilitate the release of the projectile at
the end of the throw. It may even be tapered, being
thicker at the pouch, and thinner at the end. The
reason for this is twofold. On the one hand, depend-
ing on how the sling is constructed, the retention
cord starts thicker at the pouch, usually because of
additional material that was added for the pouch to
increase its weight. Tapering allows to reduce the
weight of the release cord without sudden changes.
On the other hand, when the sling opens up upon
release, a tapered release cord can snap like a whip,
allowing a cracker at its end to dissipate the remain-
ing energy efficiently.
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