KHERMADION

Issue 2

How to make a split-pouch sling
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KHERMADION Issue 2

Published March 1, 2025

Text by Robert Kai Zimmermann
Ilustrations by Robert Kai Zimmermann

In the second issue of KHERMADION, you will learn
how to make a simple split-pouch sling. The reten-
tion cord and the release cord are four-strand round
braids, whereas the finger loop and the pouch are
wrapped with cobra knots.
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4 Release knot and cracker

The sling is now almost finished. You can trim the
loose cords which emerge from the release knot to
a length of several cm and fray them, allowing the
sling to crack like a whip upon proper release. Al-
ternatively, you can cut and melt them flush with
the knot and attach a replaceable cracker or leave
the sling without one. Figure 9 shows the finished
release knot with a separate cracker attached to it.

Figure 9: Release knot with a cracker.
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Figure 8: Cobra knots near the beginning (a) and
the end (b) of the pouch. The second wrapping cord
added at the split is shaded for better clarity.
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1 Required materials

For an 80 cm long sling of moderate thickness, you
will need five lengths of cord with a diameter of 2 mm:
two with a length of 5m for the sling cords, two be-
ing 3 m long for wrapping the pouch and one span-
ning 2 m for wrapping the finger loop. Round, rigid
cords such as paracord are particularly well suited
for this sling. Furthermore, you can use different
colors for the three groups of cords to get a more
colorful sling.
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Now, take the last remaining cord you have prepared
for wrapping the pouch. Split the four loose cords
of the pouch section into two halves with two cords
each. Take the center of the wrapping cord and put it
to the inside of the split. Continue tying cobra knots
around both halves of the pouch. If the last cobra
knot before the split was a left cobra knot, start both
pouch halves with a right cobra knot, and vice-versa.

When your pouch has reached its desired length,
join the pouch halves by tying a cobra knot with the
outer wrapping cords around all other cords, includ-
ing the inner wrapping cords. The cords you added
as inner cords when splitting the wrapping to form
the pouch should be on the outside when joining
the two halves of the pouch. Figure 8 shows how
the pouch wrapping cords run at the split and the
junction. Continue to wrap the six cords following
the junction of the pouch up to the Matthew Walker
knot which terminates the pouch section.

To finish the wrapping, tie a constrictor knot around
all the cords. Cut the loose ends of the wrapping
cords and melt them down, if they are synthetic.
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